Wiretapping Used 
Only in Grimes, 

States Head of IRS 


By John Jo 

*'■ -. - X Wayiiastnu Pori 

The Commissioner of Inter- 
1 Revenue yesterday read- 
ied -the “garden-variety,- 

>e Dashes, ordinary iaxpay- 
that he has “never had 
lyilung to -fear” from IRS 
e of electronic wiretapping 
nipment. 

In an mterrSew, - Comma 
sinner Sheldon S. -Cohan -said 
that as far as he knew, "no 
wiretap has ever. ..been, nsed-. 
xn an ordinary -tax frand in-‘ 
vestigationf* .] 

The Commissioner also said; 
that on march" 31 he hanned] 
the nse of two-way mirrors' 
and conference room bugging 1 
devices installed ‘'in a few”| 
lIBS offices around tbe-coun-i 
1 trj- ■ that coaid have -been used l 
jut probes of fas frauds by 
.-•'ordinary taxpayers” 

| Cohen stressed that the cur- 
lient Senate investigation of> 

I IBS use.-nf wirwiapping' . eiftnp^f 
Iment has brought out testi-J 
-mo ay referring only lo the 
| agemy’s drive against organ-} 
! hed crime. 

■'All the cases cited refer t»| 
instances of wiretappmg in. 
the Service.” Cohen said. ] 
A Senate subcommittee! 
headed by Sen. Edward V.! 
fBong ID-lIn.) has spent .the} 
,last ten days hearing tesit-i 
■rnony by IBS agents in winch j 
they admitted use of wiretaps 1 
and -other eavesdropping de-' 
vices in fax mvestigationsl 
against racketeers in jPjtts-j 
burgh and Boston. . - j 

Cohen appeared before thej 
hong subcommittee or admin-; 
istrsfive practices and proeed- j 
liras last week. 

At that, tune, Cohen told i 
; Sen. Dong fhata June 29 ox her 
#"iK'd -JO ‘he 3000 IKS ime<U 

I ' ;at«rs uncendiaonaily prohrb- 
ted their further use of “i 1 - 
ecal wire traps and deliberate 
■taking of unreasonable 
earch or xemxre. 

, hecjlmiate Use 

tv -At'.. the- same -time, he re- 
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-served to the IRSfhe right to 
"legitimate use” of modern, 
eir-ettame recording devices: 

I He cited their use in tera- 
agericy probes of suspected •• 
agents, the confrontation -of 
! agents and taxpayers seeking 
< to bribe ah official and teie- 
fPho re attempts i» intimnlate 
■a witness. 

--. boaiioo .oOo of .the KederaD 
Commnnihatious .Act of - 1934 j 
prohibits the interception of ’ 
teiephon e conversations ifl 
that information. js snhse-i 
quenUy divulged. 

Cohen yesterday said Hiatj 
the committees disclosure of;, 
four instances between 1961: 
and 1984 of the use of illegal j 
wiretaps inn Pittsburgh rack-* 
e tearing probe could be blam- i 
ed on "honest, but ■overxeajous ’ 
agents.” » 

“IFc conducted 300 separate [ 
racketeering investigations in} 
that area during the period | 
and as far as 1 know the four 1 
eases brought up so far are i 
the only ones,” said Cohen, i 

A Treasury Department red 
port r-eveate-d that between 
1959. and .I964,;tsix. -cases of; 
wiretapping had been adenowi- 1 
edged by its interna! Revenue 
Service. 

The report also revealed 
I that itwo-wav mirrors and bng- 
giag «ja%?me£it had been n> 

! smiled in several of the seven 
(regional directors and 57 local 
;1H-S offices around the 

Lcoiparyv: a. s 

> :sai^. yes. 

•orday the hidden devices had 


been used to “help informants', 

| -on tax fraud cases identify -the • 

I taxpayers for investigative pur-j 
jpoaPS.” Cohen said he did not! 
f know how many years sash? 
f devices: had. been installed . in ? 

I the offices. 

j He said he has instituted au 
itsternal -probe - tovdetertnine- 
show many local or regional 
Suffices were involved in sueh| 
jacfivitJes. He expects a -report ! 

1 sometime this faB. | 

Testimony brought out by; 

-Pittsburgh . IBS . -agents nub-’ 
jeated ..that many., minimal ia* 
vestigators for the ageBcy.have 
been trained hr the use of 
sophisticated listening and 
wiretap devices at a "Technical 
; Investigative Aids School” ran 
by the Treasury Department 
here at 711 12th st. nw, - - 

Program for Agents 
DAtt-’JBS-; spokesnrnn; ; yester-| 
day said that “about 70 agents} 
have a aetuaBte: ■ gone >7- fo. : . the f 
school since 1959. It is a two j 
on three-hour; course amangta] 

reimlar.fl2frhoimatearninn-pro.f - : . .. . ... 

gram for some of our bestf 

agents” Mid ihe spokesman. ’ schooX which h3S actually 
'The spokesman said & checjUU ' . . “ 

of the school’s records mdicatef eeii <**“ since ^ couM 
that the agents involved m; be 3 damed_ in part for the 
the PlteSmrgh : .-ss^l^'rljad^^verw^rmaMa^'-’ti: some:, ofi 
never- taken the TreasnryJhis agents. 

CO h‘rf eS '- ! "1 think we mar hare been 

One reason, he said, “the’ , , . 

weer caught at all in Pitts-, 3 ** b >’ 3Gttui S ow agentsunfer 
burgh is that they birmbled(from fhe very presence -of 
the jobs.” ' wire-tap courses on the agendai 

Commissioner Cohen said *tUal we approved of such tech-’ 
that he felt attendance at the l niquea' j 



